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passengers, it will, sooner or later, pass into the Gulf of Aden, near whose western end is the little British settlement of Aden, in one of the most barren districts on earth. There are no trees or grass and the heat is intense. Rain only falls once in about three years, and nearly all the drinking water is obtained by distilling sea-water. In the market the women will, for a few cents,
ADEN.
Notice the flat roofs.
provide the thirsty with a drink of water from skins which they carry on their backs. Outside the town there are huge water tanks hewn out of the solid rock, one of which can hold 4,500,000 gallons, but there is very seldom any water in them. Aden is a coaling station, that is, a place where the steamers go to get fresh supplies of coal There are no coal mines in or near to